
 
 
 
 
 

COUNTY ISSUES SUB-WORKGROUP 
Monday, January 28, 2002 

I.  
Meeting Notes 

 
I. Introductions, Prior Meeting Notes 

Steve Marshall called the meeting to order.  The meeting notes from Monday, 
January 7 were approved as written. 
 

II. County Programs as Health Plans 
Terry Hogan discussed the draft assessment tool, “Does HIPAA Apply,” that was 
developed by David Smith.  The assessment tool begins with the general rule for 
identifying a covered entity, then walks the user through analysis of “Is it a health 
plan,” “Is it a health care clearinghouse” and “Is it a health care provider who 
transmits any health information in electronic form in connection with a 
transaction covered by the regulations?”  The tool also provides guidance on 
determining if the information is transmitted by electronic media, if it is a 
standard transaction and if other involved entities meet the definition of a 
“business associate.”  The tool includes references to regulations so that users can 
see the legal basis of the analysis.  It was suggested that the tool list possible 
penalties and that affected transactions be defined.  David Smith will refine the 
assessment tool and review it at the next meeting. 
   

III. Social Service Programs as Health Care Providers 
Meg Sheldon said Los Angeles County was coordinating a telephone conference 
on Tuesday, January 29 on APS, IHSS and Child Welfare services.  Meg hopes to 
have a Consensus Item prepared for the next meeting. 
 

IV. County Issues Sub Workgroup New Directions 
Steve Marshall reviewed survey results from roughly one third of the County 
Workgroup participants.  Seventeen people responded.  Of the seventeen, thirteen 
said they were active participants.  Eight attend in person while thirteen 
participate through teleconferencing.   Ten said a longer meeting would be 
beneficial.  Steve will send the survey to the remaining two thirds of the County 
Workgroup e-mail list and will report on the complete results next meeting. 
 
Terry Hogan shared a draft outline for “New Directions for the County 
Workgroup” as follows: 

 
Focus on Integration 
A. With State 



1- State Sub-Workgroup Participation 
2- Technology 
3- Coordinated Requests for State Action 

B. With Private Sector 
C. With Federal Government 

1- Identify Issues Unique to Counties and Address with Federal 
Government 

2- Coordinated Requests for Federal Action 
3- Coordinated Requests for Federal Assistance 

 
Provide Education and Information Exchange 
A. Tools – forms, assessment tools, planning documents, policies and 

procedures, etc. 
B. Seminars, Conferences  

 
Expand County Participation 

 
 Workgroup participants reacted to the “New Directions” outline. 

• Marilyn from LA County said she would like to 
know about service function codes from the 
State. 

• Information sharing on budget development for 
next year would be helpful.  Are counties 
budgeting Countywide for HIPAA or just within 
Health and Human Services? 

• The Privacy and Security Sub Workgroup has 
completed templates on the State’s HIPAA 
Website.  In addition, Shneor Sherman, Privacy 
and Security Sub-Workgroup Chair, will 
provide interested parties with copies of works 
in progress. 

• www.hipaagives.org is an excellent website 
with policies and procedures, white papers and 
other helpful information. 

 
Mike McDaniels suggested that County representatives be assigned to the sub-
workgroups to ensure that coordination occurs.  Workgroup participants agreed 
and made the following assignments: 

• Transaction and Code Sets – Nan Dame and 
Terry Carlson, San Bernardino County  - It was 
mentioned that the Transaction and Code Set 
Sub-Workgroup does not have funding for 
teleconferencing.  Cheri Huber said she was 
sending a letter to CSAC asking for assistance.  
She said she would ask them to finance 

http://www.hipaagives.org/


teleconferencing for the Transaction and Code 
Set Sub-Workgroup. 

• Privacy, Confidentiality and Security Sub-
Workgroup – David Nelson, Yolo County;  
Cheryl Esters, Solano County;  and Cheri 
Huber, Napa County 

• Enforcement Template Workgroup – David 
Nelson, Yolo County 

• Communications Sub-Workgroup – Felicia 
Knox, Alameda County 

• Collaborative HIPAA Implementation Project 
(CHIP) – Napa County and Kern County 

• Research Sub-Workgroup – Alan Zamansky, 
OHI 

 
 

V. Next Meeting    
The next agenda will include: 

• Consensus Item #9 Social Service Programs as 
Health Care Providers – Meg Sheldon 

• Draft Assessment Tool – David Smith 
Updates: 
Transaction & Code Sets -  Nan Dame, Terry 
Carlson 
CSAC Letter – Cheri Huber 
Privacy – David Nelson, Cheryl, Cheri Huber 
Enforcement Template – David Nelson 
Communications – Felicia Knox 
CHIP – Napa and Kern Counties 
Research – Alan Zamansky 

• New Directions 
Survey Results – Steve Marshall 
Discussion Topic – Budget?  Areas to address 
with the State?  Priorities for the County 
Workgroup?   

    
 
The next meeting will be held Monday, February 25 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 714 
P Street Auditorium.  NOTE THE TIME CHANGE. 
 
It is the responsibility of those assigned agenda items to e-mail Steve Marshall, 
smarshall@co.sutter.ca.us with supporting documents no later than the Wednesday prior 
to the Monday meeting date.  If you have been assigned an agenda item, but will not be 
prepared to present, it is your responsibility to contact Steve Marshall no later than the 
Wednesday prior to the Monday meeting date to notify him.   
 

mailto:smarshall@co.sutter.ca.us
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